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We haven’t done a full two weeks in a while, but we needed every last minute, quite literally. We took with us our good friends, 
Janet and Phil Ketteringham and their input was invaluable. The first piece of good news was answered prayer at customs. We 
were all stopped, we opened the designated bags but both officials were polite and even interested in what we were doing. Our 
official came from Kisumu and told us where to find the best fish restaurant! Maybe arriving late at night helps - everyone wants 
to get home. 
We were met on Saturday at Kisumu airport fully expecting our baggage to go on ahead in a separate vehicle but because we 
had only taken three big bags each, we were just about able to squeeze it all into the Rav 4. Then the fun started. We drove into 
the city and were immediately diverted along roads we didn’t know. President Ruto was paying the 
city a visit. We drove through ridiculous traffic for about half an hour completely lost and then, on a 
narrow market street which only allowed one vehicle, we heard loud sirens behind us, drove 
cautiously to the junction only then to be swiftly overtaken by six blacked-out limousines, one of 
which contained the president!! Oh well! After a reviving cuppa at the Imperial we continued with our 
shopping, bank, where Steve negotiated a good exchange rate and saved £30, Safaricom for sim cards 
and stalls for wreaths. Then we went in search of computers but no joy – we simply couldn’t locate the 
shop. We eventually found it on the Monday and bought 10 desktops and Skylink network with some smart negotiating on price. 
   

Education  Primary    We had our usual warm welcome in the primary school and pupils were delighted with pens and 
pencils, football & volleyball and of course knickers and pants. We have ‘shoed’ most of the school 
(350 done so far)100 more to go. We’d taken knitting needles and wool and Janet took some sewing 
lessons and taught French knitting as well as teaching English songs to the younger primary pupils. 
We’re working again on washable sanitary protection for the girls. Jackie, a pre-school teacher, is 
doing a great job looking after the girls. She will identify pupils in need of a new uniform. Next 
January the school will have 3 Pre-primary classes, 6 Primary grades and 3 Middle School grades. So 
far there isn’t even a building for the new grade 9, let alone a teacher and resources. 

Kadie Primary where Everline Banda is deputy is always a rewarding visit. The porridge we’ve 
provided since February for the infant classes has meant 
more pupils attending and the school is now viable again. We 
will be providing lunches for exam candidates again as we do 
at Kolweny. The pupils were thrilled with their gifts. We 
viewed the river and fields for the proposed pump project and we did 
some sourcing in Kisumu. We hope to go for solar pump and security 

lights. This project will not only feed the school but provide extra to sell for funds and, as the river never 
runs dry, there should even be a harvest in the drought. I’m applying to a trust fund for that project.  
The tank at school has been fixed at last and duly given a sign. 
High School -  

The shamba irrigation is completed and functioning 
brilliantly. The students are able to water most days from 
the huge storage tank and the crops are brilliant, ensuring 
good exam results for Agriculture and food for lunches. 
The students thanked everyone for the pens , pencils, 
football & knickers. 

 
The IT Suite now has 10 computers fully installed 
with internet access. This will be connected to the 
primary school as well at no extra cost. Win/win. 
Phil and shop owner, who came the 50 miles for 4 
full days free of charge, did a phenomenal job 
installing everything. The internet dish was attached 
to the roof by a young lad who shimmied astride the 



tin roof ridge in the stifling heat – hopefully no permanent personal damage done! – only to have to do the whole thing again to 
replace it with a functioning one. Thanks Phil -great job, completed at the last minute I mentioned – 8.30 p.m. on the evening 
before we left. 
The challenge of a school bus has been put on hold for the time-being but will be revisited no doubt 
I took photos of all the sponsored students. 
 
Girls’ hostel This was the one un-ticked box again. Ayugi has been tasked with convening a meeting of the interested parties 
and getting them to come up with a plan of action for the Teabreak activity. This will be a priority next time.  
 
Health. The dispensary is still very busy but Edwin is working for no pay (except a few 
donations we’ve given) – he hasn’t been paid since August 2023 and in May the government 
told him his services were no longer required. However, folk travel from miles around to be 
treated by him and ignore their local facilities so there is rumour he may well be reinstated.  It’s 
high on the prayer list. We took paracetamol, Germolene, hundreds of plasters, bandages, 
Gaviscon & Ibuprofen & 1,000 pairs of gloves all of which were not taxed.  
We replenished school first aid kits and handed over almost 1,000 paracetamol to schools. 
Reading glasses proved a huge hit. As well as Everline at Kadie, we were able to give them to 5 teachers, the librarian and the 
gatekeeper all of whom were almost dancing with joy that they could miraculously see. Two exclaimed that they could now read 
their Bibles. I said I expected better results now the teachers could see!  
 

Water.  Joseph ‘s health is improving slightly but he still needs to retire. We met with the 
women who will be trained to build the filters, and we will help to get the training off the 
ground by providing enough materials for 20 filters at a hugely reduced price. Hopefully by 
our next visit filters will be back in production. 
 

Hope beyond Form 4 Scholarships  We are sponsoring  10 students this year by paying 
some fees, paying accommodation, books and travel. Whether we can provide each with a  laptop is debatable but we hope so. 
To all the students at university we give a small bursary each year. It seems the government has seen sense about increasing fees 
and they are only marginally more.  
 

Karowley.  The tank pump has been fixed and provides a modicum of cold water to the new shower head. Steve spent an 
afternoon going through the accounts with Ayugi. We had a number of visitors: Mary (uniforms and sanitary packs), Joseph 
(filters), his wife, Karen, Dorcas (our elderly neighbour) and we visited Rammy who has the chicken business. His wife is 
recovering from an ectopic pregnancy. We also visited friends in their homes and laid wreaths on Everline’s and Marcelina’s 
graves. Steve gave a word at church and we handed out paracetamol to the ladies. 
We dropped off goodies for dentist Ken whose dispensary is at the main road.  
We visited SIKRI, the rehabilitation college for the blind, deaf and now anyone disabled. They make all our furniture and it’s a 
fabulously inspiring place. 
We went down to the river – quite a trek, made by girls and women daily for water. 
We had our obligatory visit to the equator with the requisite demonstration of the Coriolis effect on water down the plughole. 
We had a dramatic puncture which involved a 100+mile round trip to find a new tyre. We also experienced driving literally 
amidst over 100 cattle which were crossing a bridge We did find a few occasions for a necessary afternoon snooze .😁 

It’s ploughing time 
but the ground is 
bone dry and no use 
for planting. It needs 
to rain and soon. 
Everywhere looks 
green but trees are 
evergreen and it’s 
deceptive. 

 
 
 
 
 
Thankyou    again for making this work possible by your donations, thoughts and prayers.  
If you are receiving this by post and now have an email address, just send me a message to let me know the address    angelarowley@ntlworld.com and we can 
save on postage. If you no longer want to receive the report please let me know that too.             0161 440 9091/ 07963 255682 
 

Collecting for next visit: New Knickers ages 3-4 up to girl ages 12 -18 (These are cheaper than women’s sizes but size 12 & 14 if you see 
them on sale. (midi not full brief). Bras (34-36 A or B)      Underpants ages 3-4 up to age 18. 
Toothbrushes. Mini toothpastes. Reading glasses. Plasters.  Germolene, latex gloves.  
If possible, monetary gifts would be even more useful and we can buy in Kisumu but we can’t get knickers, germolene, gloves, glasses or 
Gaviscon tablets. 

School assembly 


