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We're just back from another quite short trip with a packed itinerary. It was again very hot and dry and the fields
were empty apart from the sweet potato harvest. Everyone hoped we’d brought some Manchester rain. We took a
few early afternoon rests and drank copious amounts of water brought from the river and filtered. It was great to
have our friend, Julie, with us — a great help and source of good ideas. Customs was more challenging. We were
asked to pay tax on all the donations and it took some 15 minutes or so to persuade the official that he would feel far
better about himself if he were to be kind and wave us through! Blessings on his household. During that 15 minutes
someone mlstakenly walked off with one of our hand luggages. Disaster- all the chargers! Ten minutes of frantic

g <5 P running round searching and we decided to leave when a man was just arriving back
' with the case, full of apologies. | said | could have kissed him — of course | didn't, just
rained down blessings on his household as well!
In Kisumu we spent a while with the new bank manager, changed our money, sorted
my sim card, bought a wreath for Ev’s grave and had the mandatory cuppa at The
Imperial.

Education  We had a great welcome as always in the primary school. Lovely for Julie to see
to see her playground. Pupils were thrilled with pens, pencils and of course knickers and
pants. We gave the school another desktop for lessons using tablets and arranged with Martin,

: the metal-worker, to make a secure box for it to be attached to the teacher’s
desk. The one we bought last October and the printer/copier have been really
helpful with exam papers etc.. We also handed over all the wool, knitting
needles, pins, needles, sewing kits etc. and several jigsaws and
games for pre-school. What the sewing teacher has achieved in
such a short time is little short of miraculous, scarves and bags,
: & and they hadn’t ever seen a knitting needle. We were treated
to a play to be entered the following day in a drama competition. The littlies
won their competition and the older ones... let’s say they tried! We left money
for 20 pairs of shoes. It was lovely for Julie to see the children enjoying the

had donated. Rebecca and Brenda are still working as our sponsored communlty teachers. Martin is
going to make metal waste bins for both schools — still fighting the battle against litter. We had a
rather sumptuous lunch with the staff- appreciated all round and during which |
pitched for water filters which none of them has!! They’re all keen.
We visited Everline Banda at Kadie and left similar goodies to Kolweny. We also
gave out a prize of a schoolbag to the best -performing candidate in the Primary
School final exams. We discussed the pump project again for irrigating their crops and although
our application to a trust fund was unsuccessful, we’re investigating other possibilities. It would be
such a boon for this poor school. Since introducing porridge for the four pre-primary classes,
numbers have increased substantially.
The High School, is a victim of its own success with numbers exceeding optimum. For the first time an exam student
Fa ! achieved an A- and is going to read Medicine. What’s more, he was a sponsored student, as
was the third place, a girl who is going to study Pharmacy. 8 of our 15 sponsored students in
that year were in the top 50% with marks of C+ and above, the qualifying
mark for university. Thankyou to all our student sponsors for radically
changing these students’ lives. The ‘Secondary School’ now has only 3 year
groups (ages 15-18) so there is a surplus of buildings! whilst the primary
school (ages 5-10) - struggles to house the extra year in what is designated ‘Junior School’ (ages 11-
14). The extra year’s sponsorship money is going into a discretionary fund to help any needy student.
Whilst we were there the Agriculture STEM project progressed to regional level coming 4" out of 91 schools.




The IT Suite has beautiful chairs and two more computers. Richard hopes to start the Community IT Course in the
April holidays. There are so many ex-students who left before the suite was opened who need to learn computer
skills as well as other members of the community. The continuing challenge is the electricity transformer which blows
every few months, necessitating the use of the generator which has irregular output, causing the internet to reset
each time. Local schools have been visiting to view the science lab, the library and the IT suite with a view to hiring
them.

We gave every student a pen, every girl a pair of knickers, the new girls
Mooncups and the sports department 2 volley balls and two rugby balls.
Rugby is becoming increasingly popular even though it’'s played on our stone-
strewn pitch.

The shamba is well-irrigated now and Agriculture grades have improved \(

already.

We replenished first Aid kits at all 3 schools - plasters, bandages, Germolene, gloves, paracetamol.
Hope beyond Form 4 Scholarships We are sponsoring 10 students this year by giving them a laptop and paying
accommodation, books and travel and to the rest we give a small bursary each year. A tick for the government who
have introduced means testing for fees. Our students will pay the lowest amount but guess what? The loaded in

society are taking the move to court as unconstitutional!

Girls’ hostel A new project is in prospect . The hostel will be refurbished and used as a day centre for the elderly,
open initially one day a week to provide company and a meal for those on their own. This is a new phenomenon as,
until latterly, girls would stay at home until they married and sons’ wives would be around, but an unforeseen
consequence of girls’ education is that they’re moving away for further study or work, leaving their elderly (often)
grandparents to fend for themselves. The facility will be run by a team of folk from two local churches and the
exciting element is the participation of students from the Secondary School who will deliver the meals, cooked in the
school kitchen, to the facility and then after school take meals to those who are housebound and give them some
company. Our part will be to provide the start-up money which shouldn’t be too onerous. It’s being modelled on our
church Teabreak and will take on that name.

Health. The dispensary is still very busy but to date Edwin has still not been paid by the
government since August 2023. It has been promised for the end of February. We left him
1,000 pairs of gloves -he was down to his last few from our last visit — hundreds of Gaviscon,
paracetamol and ibuprofen, bandages and plasters, glucose testing strips, toothbrushes,
Germolene and face masks.

Water. The six women have completed their training for making water filters. They now need to begin selling
them! They need training in promotion as it doesn’t come naturally. Sadly, the day we should have visited the
workshop | was quite ill with what was thought to be the start of malaria so we were unable to visit — ‘next time’ as
we say. Water was in very short supply this visit, brought up from the river and used sparingly.

Julie and | walked down to the river where the weaver birds are nesting on precariously fragile branches.

We visited S|kr| the college for rehabilitation of the blind, deaf and otherwise disabled. They had been making dolly
bobbins for French knitting for our schools. We are ordering furniture for Teabreak from there.
We met Mary (sewing) and her son for lunch as it’s nearer to where she now lives with her
sister. It was the lunch that did the damage not mosquitos. | spent last Monday in A&E
diagnosing what turns out to be food poisoning. Mary is making more washable sanitary packs
which we are giving to the primary and junior girls free. She’s also making more school uniform

which was bought as Christmas presents.

We visited Rammy’s chicken business — he’s doing really well with 35 broilers ready for market and is paying back
theloan

ez We dropped off goodies for dentist Ken at the main road.

We were only there one Sunday but everyone at church waved their greetings.

iakim

1 Charles




Karowley. Roof, fascias and porch floor have been repaired and
painted. We have to set standards of maintenance. Steve and | spent a
good while going through the accounts with Ayugi. We had a number of
. \ visitors: Joseph, who is still unwell, Dorcas, as always for a chat, Charles

LN by " with his little boy. We also fitted in a short visit to friends William and
Pamela. Pamela will be heading up Teabreak.

We shall be collecting for grain again this year so any contributions are welcome. It will be sent in May/June.
We are so very grateful for your prayers, answers to which are evidenced by a fruitful trip and safe travels.

STOP PRESS

We have been considering our exit strategy for some years now — we aren’t getting any younger and the projects are
almost all now self-sustaining. The dispensary has a government health worker (albeit not paid for over a year!), the
Primary School has classrooms, latrines and equipment and the water filter project is being run by 6 efficient women.
Of course, any extra funding or donations are gratefully received as life runs on a shoestring and we aim to visit as
long as we feel we should and are able.

The Secondary School Principal has made what we feel is an inspired proposal to fund continued sponsorship and
other school needs. A SCHOOL BUS. Your initial reaction might well be like mine — but he has put together a credible
business plan and as far as we can see has omitted no cost. An annual profit of around £2,000 would result from
hiring out the bus and not needing to hire one themselves. (I'm attaching the plan.) We have never done this before,
but we are having a campaign to raise the necessary £70,000 for a new bus. It would be our swan song. I'll leave
it with you..........

We took this time (along with a miscellany of other things) Germolene, plasters, toothpaste.....): 300+ toothbrushes, 700+ pens, 800+
pencils, 600+ prs knickers,

70+ prs pants, cotton bags, 1,000 prs latex gloves & 2,000+paracetamol, glucose testing strips

Collecting for next visit:

New Knickers ages 3-4 up to size 12 or girls aged up to 16- midi not full brief). Underpants ages 3-4 up to age 18.
Toothbrushes. Mini toothpastes. Reading glasses. Paracetamol. Plasters. Germolene

Click top pens (Tops get lost!) Pencils with erasers.

Thankyou again for making this work possible by your donations, thoughts and prayers.

If you are receiving this by post and now have an email address, just send me a message to let me know the address
angelarowley@ntlworld.com and we can save on postage.

If you no longer want to receive the report please let me know that too. 0161 440 9091/ 07963 255682

Damian Whyatt damian@dwhvyattsigns.co.uk; https://www.4imprint.co.uk/ (Pens); https://andsisters.com/ (Mooncups)




