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We’re just back from a longer-than-usual trip with another packed itinerary. We were joined by our friend, Sue. The 
heat was again intense and there were several unforeseen frustrations including being stopped at customs and told 
we now had to pay import tax on charitable donations. Inexplicable nonsense!   
We picked up the Rav 4 before completing shopping including collecting £250 of books for the high school. I wasn’t 
aware that the huge flyover was complete so if you’ve ever wondered how someone could be barking enough to 
drive obliviously the wrong way down a long slip-road, just ask and I’ll tell you!!         

Education  Primary    We had a great welcome as always in the primary school and pupils 
were thrilled with pens, pencils, toothbrushes and of course knickers and 
pants. The primary school latrines have been ‘exhausted’ and now it’s the turn 
of the high school. The latrines have been there 15+ years so time for a clear 
out. (£1,000) We will be funding a new small latrine block for the pre-school who 
have never had their own block. We would like to ‘shoe’ more of the school (300 

done so far) and are sending enough money for another 50 pairs. Sue took primary games equipment and played 
with pre-school. We also taught 100+ youngsters how to play rounders in the heat of noonday – not recommended. 
Rebecca, one of our sponsored teachers, has had a baby boy- Steve😊 We’re working again on washable sanitary 
protection for the girls. Mary stopped making the packs during covid and has been persuaded to start again. One of 
the community teachers, Jackie, has come forward to help look after the girls’ welfare. I gave her 20 packs of 
washable pads I had taken out and she will identify pupils in need of a new uniform.  
Everline Banda, (who moved last year to be deputy head at KADIE Primary) is already having a massive influence on 
this deprived school. She has turned the old staff latrines into a girls’ latrine and changing room. We are going to 
provide porridge for early years grades 1-3, who could spend a whole day with no food. Providing lunches for exam 
candidates has more than proved its worth with the best results ever at Kolweny. She is also enterprising enough to 
suggest the future benefits of a pump to fetch water from the river to the sizeable school land where crops can be 
grown for pupils’ food, provide practical experience for the agriculture exams and also be sold for school funds. I’m 
applying to a trust fund for that project. 
High School - The furniture in the IT Suite at the High School has been made by Sikri (a rehabilitation centre for the 
blind and deaf) and it’s truly wonderful! I’m not often able to say that about Kenyan-made things. We will be sending 
funding for an initial 10 desktops and a printer. The snagging on the building has all been done by other builders and 
even students so gutters are in place, splashed paint has been removed, the crazy door has been replaced and more. 
The Mooncups are continuing to be a lifeline for the girls at the high school who no longer miss school every month 
and are able to compete more than adequately with the boys. 
The trench for the irrigation of the shamba has been completed. Last time we visited Martin, the local 
metalworker and arranged for a secure metal cupboard to house the standpipe and hose. Heaven 
knows what he came up with but it bore no resemblance to the picture I left with him so we had to 
meet again. He’s dismantling it and building the requisite cupboard. Sue and I went into Kisumu to 

source long enough hose and a few plumbing requirements for our house. The 
young woman on the hardware stall was little short of genius! We called in 
Skylark to thank the owner for re-tiling our library floor and he gave me 8 boxes 
of sanitary pads – as one does.😊I shared them between Kolweny and Kadie.  

Ayugi felt we needed to raise our profile so more notices were nailed onto buildings. 
The students thanked everyone for the pens and pencils and the games teachers were delighted with the footballs 
and volley balls. 
Here’s a challenge. Joash, principal at the high school has a PhD in Education & Finance and is what Steve calls a 
‘dangerous man’ as he has so many ideas. The latest has been well thought through and highlights his concerns for 
the sponsored students and other support from Rowley Projects which will not be available for ever. The school 
needs an income stream and his suggestion is a SCHOOL BUS. This would save on hiring transport for school 
visits/sports matches etc. and would be hired out to other schools, paying not only for maintenance but also for 



some of the school’s needs. It really is a splendid idea so if anyone reading this has a spare £40,000 to invest in the 
school’s future, or even part of that amount, you have my email address😊 He said, ‘Imagine a bus on the streets of 
Nairobi with Kolweny Kingsway on the side!’ 
I took photos of all the new Form 1 sponsored students so letters to follow soon for their sponsors. We have one 
inordinately tall boy who goes by the name Fidel Castro!! 
 
Girls’ hostel This was the one un-ticked box on our list last time. It was hoped to have it refurbished and used as 
accommodation for student teachers but it isn’t required so……one of the unforeseen consequences of educating 
girls is that they are no longer around all day on the compound and many elderly folk are left alone, several unable to 
cook for themselves. We have decided to start a KOLWENY TEABREAK based at the hostel and modelled on the one 
at Bramhall Baptist Church which will gather older folk together one afternoon a week for friendship, fun and food. 
Ayugi will muster a volunteer force from church and I spoke with the principal at the high school about involving 
students in delivering meals and spending time with the elderly and he was very enthusiastic. Volunteering isn’t a 
Kenyan thing so let’s set a trend.  
 
Health. The dispensary is still very so busy and Edwin has a new assistant Community Health 
Worker  but still no gloves -none in 4+ years! You will have read in my covering letter that not 
only has Edwin not been paid since August, but the government is withdrawing medication for 
‘faith-based dispensaries’. Whatever the base of the facility, it doesn’t alter the patients’ needs. We took 4000 
paracetamol, 30+ tubes of Germolene, hundreds of plasters, bandages, Gaviscon & Ibuprofen but in future this will 
all be taxed!! PLEASE CONSIDER donating money instead of these things, designated as you’d like and we’ll buy them 
in Kisumu. Germolene and Gaviscon tablets would be the exception as they aren’t available. 
We replenished school first aid kits and handed over almost 1,000 paracetamol to schools.  
Water.  Our long discussion with Joseph last time about re-invigorating the water filter workshop has not borne 

much fruit as Joseph has been and still is very ill, so much so, he wishes /needs to retire. I  
spoke about the need in church and 10 women came forward to be trained to make the filters. 
We don’t intend to micro-manage so what the business will look like we don’t know but we 
will help to get the training off the ground by providing enough materials. Hopefully by our 
next visit filters will be back in production. 
Hope beyond Form 4 Scholarships  We are again sponsoring  7 students by giving them a 

laptop and paying accommodation, books and travel and to the rest we give a small bursary each year. The entry 
procedure has now been centralised but is still confusing and to top it all the government has abolished the 
university loan system. 47 of our 75 exam candidates passed last year with grades high enough to qualify for  
university but what will they all do now, there being no access to funding? 
 
Karowley.   No rats. Roof, fascias and porch floor have been repaired. Leaking toilet has been fixed and new 
showerhead attached (Living in hope of water and a fixed pump on the tank.) It did heave down one night such that 
several buckets were required to catch sizeable drips. Steve spent a good few hours, as usual, going through the 
accounts with Ayugi. We had a number of visitors: Mary who makes our uniforms, Joseph (filters), Dorcas (our 
elderly neighbour) and we visited Rammy who has the chicken business and is now recovered from the brutal knife 
attack. The perpetrator was caught but bribed his way out of custody and has disappeared. We also visited our 
friends Charles and Judith (Primary Headteacher). He was telling us the government tax on livestock includes his 
newly acquired 250 chickens! Steve preached at church and Sue & I handed out paracetamol to the ladies – not a 
consequence of the preaching! 
We dropped off goodies for dentist Ken at the main road.  

We enjoyed a fabulous day in Nairobi at the end with a visit to the National 
park , elephant sanctuary and giraffe centre. We saw a number of white 
rhino at close quarters.  
We are so very grateful for your prayers, answers to which are evidenced by 
a fruitful trip, good health and safe travels. 

 
AYUGI’s VISIT: Ayugi and Chris, the previous principal at the high school will be visiting April 12th – 25th. there will be 
a get-together of sponsors who might like to meet them on Saturday 20th April at Bramhall Baptist church from 7.00 – 
supper provided. You are all warmly invited. Reminder after Easter. 

Rammy 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thankyou    again for making this work possible by your donations, thoughts and prayers.  
If you are receiving this by post and now have an email address, just send me a message to let me know the address    
angelarowley@ntlworld.com and we can save on postage.  
If you no longer want to receive the report please let me know that too.             0161 440 9091/ 07963 255682  

We took this time (along with a miscellany of other things) Germolene, plasters, toothpaste…..): 600+toothbrushes,  1,000+pens, 1,000+ 
pencils, 800+ prs knickers & pants, 1,000 prs latex gloves & 4,000+ paracetamol., 6 footballs & 2 volley balls. 
Collecting for next visit: New Knickers ages 3-4 up to size 12-14 (midi not full brief). Bras (34-36 A or B)      Underpants ages 3-4 up to age 18. 
Toothbrushes. Mini toothpastes. Reading glasses. Plasters.                                      Germolene, latex gloves.  
If possible, monetary gifts would be even more useful and we can buy in Kisumu but we can’t get knickers, germolene, gloves or Gaviscon. 

Damian Whyatt damian@dwhyattsigns.co.uk;    https://andsisters.com/ (Mooncups)      


