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We had storms
every day
We omitted our summer visit this year as we had two teachers, Diana and Preston,
over
around
4.00.with huge
here in April visiting The Kingsway School as part of a British Council Grant
hailstones and
programme. They had a wonderful time in school and have begun to implement
some
of
fierce wind.
some of their experiences into the Kolweny schools. They saw some of our
beautiful sights and even visited my Mum who sadly died at the end of September, two weeks before our trip.

We flew overnight from Amsterdam to Nairobi then a 35 minute flight to Kisumu where we did normal business
at the bank and shops to collect orders for equipment etc. before driving 90 minutes and thankfully arriving
‘home’ just before the first of what turned out to be daily thunderstorms. One day the consequent drop in
temperature was such that we had to huddle together in the library to keep warm!
Education
We were accompanied this trip by Linda Balfe from The Kingsway School. Alan, who should also
have been with us, had a family bereavement and was therefore prevented. We spent a good deal of
the visit in our two Kolweny Kingsway schools with Linda taking lessons, imparting best practice to
teachers and discussing policies with Chris, the Headteacher and deputy. She did a great job. She set a
poetry competition and handed out the prize to a Form 3 boy. There were lots of
issues to discuss with Chris from maintenance to social welfare for students who
have literally nothing. An example is an orphaned girl in Form 3 who alone takes care
of two younger brothers and a mentally challenged sister. She has to farm her plot,
cook etc all whilst trying to get an education. Many of our sponsored students are in
a similar boat. One of our annual tasks is to take photos of our 80 sponsored students to send out to sponsors but sadly this is when we
learn of the ones who have left the school because guardians can no longer support them and they have moved elsewhere to another
relative or they are unable to keep up with studies because of duties at home – this is mainly girls. We have set up a Social Welfare
Fund for Chris to administer as he sees the need. We don’t envy him this task but he is a man of compassion and integrity and cares for
each of our students. During our visit Form 4 were sitting their final exams, KCSE, and one girl with pneumonia was on intra-venous
antibiotics in a hospital but Chris was fetching her each day on his motorbike to sit the exams and returning her to the hospital in the
evening. Education and exam certificates are the only way out of the poverty trap and Chris knows this full well
and was giving her every opportunity. Preston has started a library in the primary school – we took books…….and
he has made a lovely garden at the front of school. His main concern is time-keeping – a very un-African concept!
We handed over the hundreds of pairs of knickers & boxers, pens and school bags
– made by students here - science equipment funded by
Loreto, primary school uniform and pumps donated by
parents here. We took delivery of the weather station
which will form part of the Geography department’s
curricular exchange. This young woman delivered it
They have to be sorted to
from Kisumu on a matatu & motor bike in a storm.
ensure fair distribution.

Toothbrushes are always a treat.

These 5 Form 4 girls were selected for
special tuition and on examination came
out NUMBER ONE in the whole region.

Everline at the Primary School has started an empowerment programme for the girls, providing them with the washable sanitary
protection packs made at Mary’s sewing workshop and a changing room with basic washing facilities. We intend to extend one of the
latrine rooms to include changing/washing facilities and will adapt our design for future latrine blocks at other schools. It is difficult to
comprehend what a change such a simple thing can make in a girl’s life – the facility to attend school for the whole month.

We have continued the project to provide lunches for the Class 8 pupils at the
Primary school who will be taking their leaving exams. They have dinners the week
before and the week of the exams although how they manage to perform well in
an exam after the prodigious amounts of beans and rice
they consume is beyond us! Their excitement at having a
hot meal is boundless.
We at last saw the erection of the steel goalposts on our now almost-level playing
‘Do you think this might be done before we go home?’

field. It was a case of

Water
How different from our last visit when it hadn’t rained for months. Linda and I were caught in a storm on the way to the river and after
sheltering in a home we had to take off our shoes and wade through the rushing, ankle-deep water up the path! Water harvesting is
the way to go and two of our primary schools still need tanks and gutters. We are also investigating making smaller, domestic tanks
which don’t cost a year’s wages – any ideas?
Joseph has a further list of names of widows in the area around Oriang , across the main road. We may be able to do these after
Christmas. New filters have been installed at our schools and are being used well.

Health
At the moment the dispensary is being managed by a graduate nurse
practitioner, William, who is gaining experience for the next few months.
He has already increased numbers coming for treatment. The committee
has had an offer from a Health Practitioner in a nearby town to rent the
premises and send up nurses every day – they are giving it a lot of thought
but it really is a no-brainer.
We took out with us the usual thousands of paracetamol, ibuprofen,
aspirin and cocodamol capsules/tablets, useful prescription medication, bandages, plasters, small instruments, the requested laxatives,
multivitamins and germolene. We again shared it with Kennedy, one of the dentists Jon trained, who runs a small dispensary at
Misambi, our local centre. When we arrived he was just extracting a tooth from a very forlorn-looking girl whose mother was also
there.

Small Businesses
Mary has earned the accolade ‘Businesswoman of the decade’! She is the first to pay back her business loan
and well in time. She is being given another to start a hair shaving business. All students have their heads
shaved every three weeks so plenty of clients. Her business makes uniforms for our High School students
and other primary schools and she makes the washable sanitary packs. Back to knickers……… we are
collecting black or dark colours please, any size but mainly 10,12 & 14 and ages 4 - 12 We are also collecting
boxers/pants for all ages 4 – 18, again dark colours.

Out and about

We took Linda for a shopping experience in our nearest small town, Kadongo, and
the larger market town of Oyugis en route to the soapstone business in Kisii. In
Oyugis we had to buy a new washbasin and plumbing supplies for the girls’ hostel
which had been vandalised. The hostel has 13 girls sleeping during the week.
They can work in the evenings up at school using the solar lighting. Afterwards we
had lunch with Ayugi & Everline’s adopted daughter, Val, who is studying at Kisii
University.
On the Sunday Steve preached at church, Linda thanked everyone for their kindness
and hospitality and I spoke about my Mum and thanked them all for their kind words of sympathy. It was a
lively service with more than the usual singing.
Kisumu has an innovation – a dual carriageway (partially constructed) but no one seems to know what to do
so it’s two way down both carriageways – take your pick! Ramps have been made over the central reservation
so you can change sides if you need to exit. Jeremy Clarkson has nothing on Steve’s manoeuvres.

Karowley
The frogs were as loud as ever into the night but no leaks – just an abrupt end to our solar power supply at 9.30 p.m. as there hadn’t
been enough sunshine.
Steve spent his usual evening going through accounts with Ayugi and sorting the Hope beyond Form 4 scholarship funding and a
lengthy time with the builder discussing the rebuilding of the dining hall which should be completed early 2015.

Thankyou ...a repeat paragraph.... for making this work possible by your donations, interest, prayer and insights. Thankyou from
everyone in Nyandiwa and indeed many miles afield. We attempt to be culturally sensitive in everything we do and our watchword is
sustainability. Please feel free to contact us with any ideas or potential solutions to challenges.
If you are receiving this by post and now have an email address, just send me a message to let me know the address
angelarowley@ntlworld.com and we can save on postage. If you no longer want to receive the report please let me know that too.
0161 440 9091

You can follow us on Twitter & Facebook

